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cate that representatives of heavily black districts generally havea^mcrte “pro- 
Black” voting record, although the relation is not preciselyJiiR^TTus is also 
true when elected officials are black: a representatr^i^m a predominantly 
black district will be more race conscious thaiion^:i^ a racially mixed con- 
stituency. 

To oversimplify, the research reportcdmlhis book generally supports Key’s 
theory of a gradual coming to^gth^ of the politics of North and South, as well 
m his prediction that wid«pr6ad black-voter participation would alter the polit- 
ical culture and behaviofof the region's officials. These findings, however, are 
qualified by the caveat, repeated in several variations by the authors, that for all 
its change t^region retains a political distinctiveness. 

Thcse?s^ys,- workmanlike and well edited, are rather severely empirical. 
ThCT^ nonetheless accessible to the intelligent undergraduate and nonspe^ 
cjaHst, although written for a professional audience. 

Rice University Chandler Davidson 



Crime of the Century: The Kennedy Assassination from a Historian's Perspec- 
tive. By Michael L. Kurtz. (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press c 
1982. Pp.xii, 291. $17.50.) 



Academics have ignored the assassinaUon of President Kennedy. Professor 
Kurtz thinks they have erred because they have an obligation to address such 
crucial events in our nation’s immediate past in order to provide society with a 
comprehensive perspecUve. After describing the murder scene he presents the 
Commission’s findings, which unfortunately shaped the public mind. 
He carefully examines the ballistics and medical evidence as well as witness 
tMtimony before delving into the recent, inept congressional probes to reach 
the conclusion that the investigations failed. Finally, he offers his theory of the 
^sassination. The effort is impressive but falls short of the goal of providing a 
thorough reexamination of the assassination. ‘ 



unicial documents, while often prepared by apparently neutral profession- 
's. must be examned critically. This is particularly true in the study of the 
Kennedy assassination. Professor Kurtz demonstrates some analysis; for 
example, he shows that the claim of Oswald’s palm print on the alleged murder 
weapon is unsupportable. However, he accepts many key documents with little 
question. An illustration is the autopsy protocol, the central instrument in this 
cnimnal mquiry. While in the hands of the U. S. Navy the protocol silenUy 
went through a succession of variants that included alterations in major facts 

teforc eliding in an official published version. Critical analysis must consider 
Its sullied history. 

His notes suggest a strong reliance on original documentation, yet they can 
rarely be used. The references to “FBI lepers” typically omit finding numbers 
unique to «ch document. Moreover, these records were not gratuitously 
asrembled by the FBI; they were forced into the public domain by responsible 
cntics. It IS sail convention to cite the many similarly based works by critics 
who onginally brought most of the information into discussion, for example. 
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the Fact (1967). Kurtz shows the lack of credibility of the witness used bv the 
comnussion to place Oswald on the sixth floor at the alleged scene of the crime* 

UV/l) Meagher first revealed the conflict and clearly identified Oswald’s 
placement on the first floor, Kurtz places Oswald on the fifth floor Also the 
source is an FBI interview, not an affidavit. It would have been pertinent to add 
that in between toese clashing accounts, officials speculated that the witness 

would change his story for money” (Commission document 735 p. 296.) 

Eirors «^fact suffuse the text. Policeman Tippit was taken to Methodist Hos- 
pit^, not Parkland Memorial Hospital. Neutron activation analysis is a test of 
Mf-Me decay not simply a test conducted by submitting subjects to radiation 
The FBI m token response to CivU Action 75-226 reluctantly gave the court 
seventy-two miscellaneous, disconnected pages on neutron-activation analysis 
not a seventy-twD-page report. It is true that the dented cartridge case found at 
scene wifl not hold a bullet, but the acmality is that violent inflicted after 
tinng^ such as ejection, can create a dent. 

His Mgument contains several major elements that a more critical review of 
Ae evident iwuld not uphold. Most important, however, the omission of two 
assessment. The “Aldrich” shot scarred the north sidewalk of 

nf Vh concrete and wounding a citizen, James Thgue. 

thi wcurrcd at a time and a place incompatible 

k"*“’ of a lone assassin firing 

three shots. The curbstone section now rests in the National Archives with an 

fi original metal-smeared bullet crater. The 

a bullet conducted on theporcA which, they reported, was not 

The last chapter departs from historical principles to interpret the murder 
SS/; Wsto,]: never to speculaTe buuo remafn 

S f blanks in ATnarrative. 1 oS 

i shots. He tentatiSy^s 

fi ^ Of Cub^ government involvement but wants more documenmSrn 

his cautious conclusion, he does n“ 
ifp ^ weU-documented, domestic right-wing threats against President 
Kenney s Ufe, induing four in Texas alone. At the same time he excludes the 
possibtiity of plots within portions of the government and armed forces which 

rflto an Je 8®''® mvestigativc bodies incomplete, often inaccu- 

SdTd no°Ts?'tii'e'^^^ information. The Warren Commission mem- 
ters d^d not trust the FBTs mvestigauon and secretly voiced their fear of the 

No cr^iblewidence connects any group or individual, including Oswald to 

AmeTc? poses a major task for historians of Cold War 
University of Wisconsin. Stevens Point David R. Wrone 




